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CHAMBER NEWS CONNECTION

Sandy Chittum, IOM, President

Miami County Chamber of Commerce
13 East Main Street, Peru, IN 46970
765-472-1923 FAX 765-472-7099

Mission Statement

To promote a strong
business and industrial

climate for Chamber
members through a

partnership with businesses
and the Miami County

community.

2019 Chamber
Board of Directors

Rex Betzner
Logansport Savings

Bank

Kim Burton
Miami-Cass REMC

Lewis Dennis
Dean Baldwin

Painting

Dennis Garvin
Norris Insurance

Steve Reiff
Converse EDC

Lita Rouser
SBDC

2019 Gold Sponsors
Ace Hardware

Beacon Credit Union
Blair Ridge

Comerford & Company, CPA
Crossroads Bank

Dean Baldwin Painting
E & B Paving

Family Optometry
First Bank of Berne

First Farmers Bank & Trust
First Merchants Bank
Heraeus Electro-Nite

Hickory Creek
Hometown Credit Union

IMI/Aggregates & Concrete
Indiana Pest Control

Logansport Memorial Hospital
Logansport Savings Bank

Miami-Cass REMC
Miami County Commissioners
Miami County Farm Bureau

Miami Trucking
Miller’s Merry Manor

Modern Graphics
NIPSCO

PHP
Paul-Richard GM Center

Perry ProTECH
Peru Dental Care

Peru Utilities
Grissom Chrysler-Dodge Jeep-

RAM
Peru Ford

Saine-Summers Insurance
Schneider Electric Company

What’s Up 24/7
2019 Silver Sponsors

Allstate Insurance/Chris Ousley
Aperion Estates

Ivy Tech Community College
Kelly Services

Midland Lumber
Peru Tribune

WARU /WJOT

Service Organizations Calendar
Peru Kiwanis Club

Every Second and Fourth Thursday
11:45 am

Beef O’Brady’s
Peru Lions Club

Every First and Third Tuesday
6:30 pm

First Baptist Church
Peru Rotary Club

Every Tuesday
12 Noon at First Christian Church Firehouse

Substance Abuse Prevention Council
4th Monday of each month

12 noon at Miami County YMCA
Harvesting Capabilities
Fourth Thursday of month

1:30 pm at Riverview Event Center Community
Room



MIAMI COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
BRINGS YOU:

FIRST FRIDAY
MARCH 1st

APRIL 5th

Held at Aroma Coffee Shop
61 North Broadway, Peru

8:00 am to 9:00 am

Coffee and donuts will be served.
There is no fee to attend, just show up and take this

opportunity to mingle with other Chamber members!

For more information, contact the Chamber at 765-472-1923



Tourism promotes Miami County’s attractions, museums, events/festivals along with
shopping and dining through festival guides, travel guides and group travel guides.
We promote in local magazines and state and out of state publications. We are proud
of our community and are promoting all that we have to offer. You can’t see and do
Miami County in a day…so Stay and Play!

If you are interested in finding out what is going on in Miami County or are an
attraction or museum and would like to be more involved with tourism, you are
invited to attend our tourism meetings. We meet quarterly and the next meeting is
Wednesday, March 13th starting with breakfast at 8 am and then the meeting starts at
8:30 am and ends at 9:30 am. We meet at the Best Western Hotel in Peru. For more
information, please call the tourism office at 765-472-1923.

TOURISM TIDBITS



March 1st & 2nd – Ole Olsen Theatre presents “Wait Until Dark.”
Friday & Saturday shows will be at 7:30 pm. For more
information call 765-472-3680.

March 2nd – Richvalley Lions Club Tenderloin Day at Richvalley
Community center, 56 Mill St. Richvalley. Serving from 11 am to
7 pm; cost is $9 for adults and $5 for children 5 to 12 and children
under 5 are FREE. Menu is tenderloins, baked potato, baked beans
and applesauce. ALL YOU CAN EAT (Dine in only) Carry-Outs
are available. Bring your used eye glasses, cell phones, & ink
cartridges will be accepted for recycling.

March 2nd – 2019 Miami County Republican Lincoln Day Dinner
Guests are: Congresswoman Jackie Walorski & State Senator
Randy Head at the Miami County 4-H Community Building doors
open at 5 pm and dinner will be served at 6 pm. Full Table
Sponsorship $250 and includes 8 tickets and recognition; half table
$125 and includes 4 tickets and recognition. Individual tickets are
$25 per person. Please RSVP by calling Chairman Ethan Manning
at 574-505-0947 or by emailing
miamicountyrepublicans@gmail.com

March 3rd – Ole Olsen Theatre presents “Wait Until Dark.”
Sunday show will be at 2 pm. For more information call 765-472-
3680.

March 6th – Lifetree Café will be at 6:30 pm at Peru Public
Library. This “conversation café” is part of a national network of
locations that offer participatory events related to life and faith.

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR



For questions about Lifetree café call Andrea Hammersley at 765-
863-3701 or email at horse4bh@yahoo.com.

March 6th – Peru Rotary Club 2018 Spell-a-thon will be from 6 pm
to 9 pm at Blair Pointe School. This event is a team effort spelling
competition. Loads of fun, laughter and good times. Contact a
Rotarian soon for information to register your team. This is a
fundraiser ran by Peru Rotarians and the funds will assist with the
Rotary Centennial service project. Team registration is $75, Letter
sponsor is $50, Team & Letter sponsor $100, and Corporate with
team is $250; please make checks payable to Peru Rotary Club and
send them to Peru Rotary Club, PO Box 232, Peru IN 46970

March 7th – A Free Chicken and Noodle Dinner will be held at
Loree Brethren Church located at 8483 S Strawtown Pike, Bunker
Hill from 5 pm to 7 pm. The free food and fellowship event is in
its 13th year and will take place inside Loree Fellowship Hall. For
more information contact 765-473-7980

March 8th – St. Charles All You Can Eat Fish Fry from 4 pm to
7:30 pm, in the St. Charles School Gym, 80 W 5th St. All are
welcome; tickets are $9.50 for adults and $5.50 for Children ages
12 and younger. Dine-In and Carry-Out is available, for more
information call 765-473-5543.

March 8th – 10th – Indiana Fines Point Show. This is an open beef
show at the Miami County 4H Fairgrounds. Start time will be 10
am. For more information call Lyndal Miller at 574-505-1392 or
Daniel Mooney at 765-776-0810.

March 9th – 2nd Annual Buff Run at Miami’s Fort Parking Lot
Shelter #10. The event will be on Peru Riverwalk starting on the
East Side of Miami Fort park by Shelter #10, where registration
packets will be picked up. Registration will be left open, but to



receive a shirt please register by Wednesday March 3rd, to register
go to www.active.com. Race day registration will be available.
Race will start at 12 pm. Registration packet pickup/Late
Registration will start at 10:30 am. Announcements at 11:45 am,
the weather will most likely be cooler so dress appropriately.

March 9th – ReDiscover Downtown Peru Second Saturday will be
from 5 pm to 9 pm, with food, arts, entertainment, live music, a
kid’s corner and a lot more. For more information check out our
Facebook page www.facebook.com/perusecondsaturdays

March 9th – Spaghetti Dinner for the Peru Circus Festival Band,
Inc. from 4:30 pm to 7pm at the Peru Maennerchor, 154 S Wabash
St.; cost is $6 and children under 6 are free. Menu includes:
spaghetti, meat sauce, garlic bread, garden salad, and drink. Please
contact a band member for advance tickets. Tickets will also be
available at the door.

March 10th – New Life Methodist Church 3039 W. 400 N; will be
having a potato bake at Noon with a free will donation.

March 11th – McGrawsville Youth Fundraiser El Salvador Mission
Trip at Converse Pizza King, 109 N Jefferson St. from 11 am to 9
pm. To show the flyer go to Mcgrawsville Youth Ministries
Facebook page.

March 13th – Lifetree Café will be at 6:30 pm at Peru Public
Library. This “conversation café” is part of a national network of
locations that offer participatory events related to life and faith.
For questions about Lifetree café call Andrea Hammersley at 765-
863-3701 or email at horse4bh@yahoo.com.

March 14th – Mexico Lions Club will be having a Fish and
Tenderloin Dinner at the Mexico Community building from 4 pm



to 7 pm. Cost is $10 for adults and $6 for children 6 to 12 years
old and free for children 5 and under.

March 15th – Let’s Laugh with David Dean, A Family Friendly
Comedy Concert at Peru High School Auditorium, 401 N.
Broadway at 7 pm. Free Admission; open seating – Doors open at
6:15 pm

March 16th – 3 on 3 March Madness Basketball Tournament at 10
am at the Peru High School, proceeds will go to HC Park-an all-
inclusive playground being built on the Riverwalk in Peru. 3 point
contest with cash prize! $75 per team (double elimination,) T-
shirts with entry fee, tournament winner gets a customized brick at
park. Deadline is March 11th, contact Justin Engel at 765-431-
1104.

March 20th – Lifetree Café will be at 6:30 pm at Peru Public
Library. This “conversation café” is part of a national network of
locations that offer participatory events related to life and faith.
For questions about Lifetree café call Andrea Hammersley at 765-
863-3701 or email at horse4bh@yahoo.com.

March 23rd – Extension Homemakers Garage Sale at the Miami
County 4H Fairgrounds from 8 am to 1 pm. For more information
contact Patty Pace at 765-472-1921.

March 27th – Lifetree Café will be at 6:30 pm at Peru Public
Library. This “conversation café” is part of a national network of
locations that offer participatory events related to life and faith.
For questions about Lifetree café call Andrea Hammersley at 765-
863-3701 or email at horse4bh@yahoo.com.

April 3rd – Lifetree Café will be at 6:30 pm at Peru Public Library.
This “conversation café” is part of a national network of locations



that offer participatory events related to life and faith. For
questions about Lifetree café call Andrea Hammersley at 765-863-
3701 or email at horse4bh@yahoo.com.

April 4th – A Free Chicken and Noodle Dinner will be held at
Loree Brethren Church located at 8483 S Strawtown Pike, Bunker
Hill from 5 pm to 7 pm. The free food and fellowship event is in
its 13th year and will take place inside Loree Fellowship Hall. For
more information contact 765-473-7980

April 6th – 17th Annual Peru Relic Show at Miami County 4-H
Fairgrounds from 8 am to 3 pm. Prehistoric Indian artifact show is
sponsored by The Indiana Archaeological Society. FREE
Admission and open to the public. Bring your relics for a free
evaluation and appraisal. For more information and to reserve at a
table to show call Pat Mooney at 765-472-7019 or Bryan Warder
at 765-472-1575 or John Behney 765-860-9189.

April 6th – All You Can Eat Richvalley Tenderloin at Parkview
United Methodist Church, 1785 S St. Rd. 19 from 4 pm to 7 pm.
Menu is tenderloins, baked beans, chips, applesauce and a drink;
Carry-Out and dine-in all you can eat. Cost is $9.00 for adult and
$5 for children 5 to 11. Children under 5 are free; for more
information call 765-473-5526

April 6th – Bennetts Switch Community Church Fish & Tenderloin
Fry “All You Care To Eat” from 4:30 pm to 7 pm at Loree
Brethren Church 8483 S. Strawtown Pike. Free Will Donation and
Carry Out is available.

April 7th – New Life Methodist Church 3039 W. 400 N; will be
having a potato bake at Noon with a free will donation.



PERU COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
FINE ART GALLERY

Our gallery is open every Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10 am to 4
pm. Call for more information at 765-472-3301 Ext. 2200.

RETAIL NEWS
Rabb Water Systems Final Friday of the month is March 29th. Our locations will be open until 6
pm on this day and all salt is $1.00 off per bag, no limit. For a location nearest you, call 800-342-
5684.

Pet Boys Pet Sitting – Need someone to take care of your pets at your home while you are on
vacation or a weekend. In home care, we treat your pets just like our own with lots of care and love!
Call Pet Boys Pet Sitting and ask for Mark Ramsey at 472-4621. Fall is here, so make sure your pet
has enough water and in a comfortable place to stay healthy. Check us out at
www.facebook.com/PetBoysPetSitting

Prescott Greene Apartments located at 314 E. Washington Street in Bunker Hill has a total of 32
units designed for households interested in apartment living. Energy-efficient, fully carpeted and
air-conditioned, our apartments are equipped with range, dishwasher, disposal and refrigerators. We
feature great closet and cabinet space. We also offer the latest in housing designed for the disabled.
Wheelchair ramps, low pile carpeting and specially designed kitchen and bathroom facilities are
easily accessible for the physically impaired. Units are available to all persons without regard to
race, color, religion, sex, age, national origin, familial status or disability. For questions concerning
rents or renting procedures, please contact Jasmine Robinson at 765-689-0052.

In Your Own Backyard
Home and Pet Sitting Services
Whether you are gone a few hours, a day, a week or longer, even holidays and weekends, I will
personalize my visits with your pets schedule. My priority is to eliminate the stress of your pets
being placed in unfamiliar surroundings, by providing your pets with the same care and comfort they
receive from you at home. I will also care for your home with the same pride as you have for it,
bring in the newspaper and mail, rotating the lights, watering your plants and flowers. Call Jo Ann
Hughes 472-5970.



Honeywell Center Events Calendar:

Tuesday, March 5th – Church Basement Ladies

Friday, March 8th – Honors Band & Choir

Sunday, March 10th – Manchester Symphony Orchestra

Thursday, March 14th – Anita Renfroe

Sunday, March 17th – Buckets N Boards

Tuesday, March 19th – Blackberry Smoke

Friday, March 29th – The Ball State University Singers

Honeywell Center Box Office info call 260-563-1102. Open Monday through
Friday 8 am to 5 pm and two hours prior to shows. Buy online anytime at
www.honeywellcenter.org. Credit cards accepted by phone or online. Cash,
checks and credit cards are accepted in person at the Box Office. No fees!

Eagles Theatre Calendar:

Visit www.eaglestheatre.com for more information or call 260-563-1102 is closed for
renovations.



SALAMONIE AND MISSISSINEWA
RESERVOIR EVENTS:

For more information, call Upper Wabash Interpretive Services, 260-468-2127 or visit our website
www.dnr.in.gov/uwis, or www.facebook.com/upperwabash State Park and Reservoir gate fees
apply: $5 in-state, $7 out-of-state vehicles. Annual passes available for purchase.

Lynnanne Fager, Interpretive Naturalist
IDNR - Upper Wabash Interpretive Services
3691 S. New Holland Road
Andrews, IN 46702
260-468-2127
www.facebook.com/upperwabash

DON’T FORGET THE CHAMBER HAS GIFT CERTIFICATES THAT CAN
BE USED AT MANY OF OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES. WHAT A PERFECT
GIFT FOR THAT SPECIAL EMPLOYEE THAT HAS BEEN WORKING SO
HARD OR A BIRTHDAY GIFT FOR THAT SPECIAL SOMEONE! SHOP
LOCAL FIRST!



SAVE A LOT SPECIALS FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH









































Ivy Tech to offer ASAP at Kokomo and Logansport starting June 2019
Applications to join the next two cohorts being accepted now

KOKOMO, Ind. — Just four months away from graduation for the current ASAP class in Ivy Tech
Community College’s Kokomo Service Area, the College has announced the award-winning
accelerated degree program will be offered at both its Kokomo and Logansport campuses for the
2019-2020 school year.

Ivy Tech’s ASAP (Associate Accelerated Program) allows qualified and motivated students recently
out of high school to complete a “two-year” associate degree in just 11 months and prepares them
to transfer to a four-year college to earn their bachelor’s degree. Statewide, the ASAP initiative was
recently honored with the 2018 Stan Jones Student Success Award, presented by the Indiana
Commission for Higher Education to recognize programs that are working to increase student
success and close the completion gap for all students.

For its fifth year in the Kokomo Service Area, which includes Cass, Fulton, Howard, Miami, and
Tipton counties, ASAP will expand to two cohorts, doubling the number of students who can
participate.

“After three years on Ivy Tech’s Kokomo Campus, ASAP was moved to the Logansport Campus for
the 2018-19 academic year while Kokomo undergoes a $43 million transformation of its facilities
and grounds,” said Beth Chaney, ASAP coordinator for Ivy Tech’s Kokomo Service Area. “We are
excited to announce the program has proved so successful that we will be offering it at both
locations starting in June.”

Chaney said recruitment for the ASAP Class of 2020 is under way and about 25 students have been
accepted so far. “We are planning for two cohorts of about 20 students each,” Chaney said. “With
the program available at our two biggest locations, students from throughout the area can choose
the campus that’s most convenient for them.”

The current class includes 19 students, graduates of Logansport, Maconaquah, Northwestern, and
Peru high schools. Of these, two became the first-ever December graduates of the program.
Angelica Garcia and Kayla Edmondson completed requirements for Associate of Arts in Liberal Arts
degrees just six months after graduating from Logansport High School last June.

“We are very proud of Angelica and Kayla,” Chaney said. “Both came into ASAP with a significant
number of college credits, thanks to the dual credit program at Logansport High School, and were
able to complete their degrees in just three of ASAP’s five eight-week modules. Not only did they
complete this work at an accelerated pace; both earned their degrees with honors and achieved
membership in Phi Theta Kappa academic honor society during their time at Ivy Tech.”

Angelica has been accepted at Ball State University and Kayla at Indiana University Kokomo. Both
will have the financial support of scholarships earned through their Phi Theta Kappa honor when
they resume their studies toward bachelor’s degrees this fall.
Chaney said the majority of the other students in the current cohort completed the Statewide
Transfer General Educational Core (STGEC) in December, a program that enables a student who



satisfactorily completes an approved program of general education at Ivy Tech to transfer that
coursework to any other Indiana state institution as a block of 30 credit hours toward the general
education core requirements. They are all on track to complete their associate degrees by May.

Since the program began in the Kokomo region, three cohorts, totaling 42 students, have
completed work on their associate degree. Chaney notes, “The overall program completion rate is
88 percent, far exceeding typical freshman and sophomore completion rates.” Of those 42
graduates, 100 percent have been accepted into their first choice of transfer institutions.

Students in the ASAP program benefit from a variety of support services, faculty mentoring,
enrichment activities, and the experience of building relationships with their classmates as they
share successes and overcome challenges together, Chaney said. To complete the 60 credit hours
required for an associate degree, coursework is spread over five eight-week terms and classes are
held from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.

At each participating campus, the ASAP cohort has its own designated space – a classroom,
computer lab, and lounge dedicated for their use – because they are on campus full-time. Students
work with a dedicated ASAP coordinator to help identify academic goals, mapping out a clear path
to success. In addition, faculty teams of four teachers per term offer individual attention. Chaney
said graduates leave this rigorous program with the skills they need to succeed in further education
and the workforce.

In presenting the Stan Jones award to Ivy Tech, Indiana Commissioner for Higher Education Teresa
Lubbers said, “Through its unique and highly effective model of eight-week course block
scheduling, high impact learning communities, and innovative student engagement best practices,
Ivy Tech’s ASAP program has made a significant impact in statewide completion efforts.”

Chaney said applications for the 2019-20 cohorts will be taken through May 1, unless the classes fill
up sooner, and a variety of scholarship support is available to qualifying students. The program is
open to high school graduates 21 years old or younger who have a GPA of at least 2.5, a good
school attendance record, nominations from two adults (counselors, teachers, ministers, coaches,
etc.), and a pledge of room and board from parents or guardians.

“This is a tremendous opportunity for traditional-age, qualified, and motivated students to save a
great deal of time and money and get a jump-start on their careers or further education,” Chaney
said. “It’s intense; students are encouraged to think of school as a full-time job.”

For more information on ASAP, students can contact their high school counselor or visit
ivytech.edu/ASAP . To learn more about applying, Chaney can be reached at
bchaney1@ivytech.edu or 765-252-5525.

Linda Ferries
Ivy Tech Community College
Media Relations Coordinator, Kokomo Service Area
Office: 765-252-5509


